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The Confederate Raider SHENANDOAH 
by George Wolfe, N.R.G. 


When the notorious ALABAMA was sunk the Northerners drew a long breath of vast 
relicf, But the respite was of short duration for yet another, almost as formid- 
able, took her place: the CSS SHENANDOAH, once the sleek British SE\ KING, with iron 
frames and beams and planked with East India teak. Confederate emissaries in London 
had long admired her as the fleet and roving SEA KING, and there came a day when she 
a was purchased, by much circumspection and secret wire=pulling for and by clandes- 
ae tine interests, which proved to be the Confederacy. Manned and fitted in great 

; secrecy she slipped away to a secret rendezvous off the Madeiras where her skipper 
Captain Waddell took command and began a one=ship war of a scope and intensity, 
which in the annals of the sea has hardly a parallel. She carried her crew to the 

2 é far-off wheling grounds of the Pacific and arctic Oceans, She harried the Union 
huge Whaling fleet and disrupted it beyond repair; they bartered with cannibals and fought 
; their way through typhoons; they resorted to bizarre masquerades and audacious mea= 
sures to cripple enemy shipping and escape the Federal cruisers. On the day Rich- 
mond fell, the raider captured four Union whalers 6,000 miles away, then turned 
cutting her way southeasterly to raid enemy shipping off the California coast; her 
Captain even contemplated an attack on San Francisco. She was neither sunk or cap~ 
tured, but made her way to Liverpool where she was surrendered to an embarrassed 
British Government, and thereby ending an odyssey that had extended round the world, 
writing 'finis' to a saga of destruction never to be forgotten. This writer, seek~ 


HS ing for a cut or engraving of this vessel found instead a most vivid word=picture 
ie of the SHENANDOAH notated long latcr by an .imerican sea captain who had been held 
eer captive on her for a time after his vessel had been sunk by the SHEN.NDOAH. The 


description of the raider is vivid and connotes an almost unerring eye: 


"Length, 230 feet; beam, 32 feet; tonnage, about 1,100, Three masts, 
ship-rigged, carrying three royals, no crossjack. 

Dogvane on each mast (arrows) and conductors on all masts, Lower 
2a masts and topmasts of iron; lower and topsail yards of iron, Rolling 
a. topsails, wire rigging, set up inside, but has chain plates and channels. 


: "Smokestack abaft the mainmast, and close to it; (within 10 ft.) Telescopic 
\ smokestack; escape pipe forward of smokestack. One ventilator on each 
oe | side of the smokestack and two on poop deck, of brass. Break of poop 
‘ ‘ deck extends forward of the mizzenmast about ten feet; large wheelhouse, 

e about nine feet high, with rounded roof on poop deck abaft the mizzenmast 
(of teak wood) Short bowsprit, with ordinary steeve and a rather straighter 
stem than usual; jib and flying=jib=-boom in one, All standing rigging and 
all braces and staysail pendants of wire rope. Carries two boats on a 
Side. Waist boats swing on high iron davits, halfway between fore and main 
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masts, Quarter boats the same, between mizzenmast and smokestack, Carries 
a boat across topgallant forecastle. Carries two large boats on house 
between fore and main masts. Break of topgallant forecastle a little for-~ 
ward of foremast; a big chafe on port side, abreast of forerigging, low 
down. No poles about eyes of royal rigging. Doublings of mast quite long; 
outriggers at topmast crosstrees for topgallant backstays. Top of monkey 
rail on main deck much lower than the poop deck, No rake to the mastse 


"Pierced for eight guns, four on a side; no pivots, abaft the break of the 
topgallant forecastle, one 32=pounder on each side (Whitworth muzzle= 
loading rifles) Next, abaft in the waist, two 7-inch guns on each side, 
ordinary smooth-bores. Just forward the break of the poop there were two 
small guns (believed to be 8=pounders). 


"Had aboard seventy-four persons, all told. Officers stated that her 
greatest speed, under steam, 13 knots; under sail, 15 knots. Carries main 
and mizzen trysail gaffs, stationary aloft, with chain spans; no studding- 
Sail booms, and no boom irons on lower yards. Double topping lifts to the 
spanker boom, wire rope. Spanker boom projecting some distance beyond 
the taffrail. Mizzen stays set up on each side of smokestack, in the 
deck, Compass in house forward of bridge; house also on main deck from 
bridge to foremast with the bridge halfway between main and fore masts, 
Boxes for sidelights on each wide of bridge. 


"General appearance is that of a long, narrow ship, quite taut, and 

with square yards. Has six cabin windows in the round of her stern, quite 
large. Figurehead, large figure of a man standing upright, with one arm 
broken off, Smokestack parallel to the mainmast. Carved work on stern, 
painted white. Her propeller hoists upe Rounded stern, rather full. No 
trysail masts, Brace pendants on lower and topsail yards » . e measure= 
ments are all by the eye and only approximate," 


No Whalers Built at San Francisco? 
from John Lyman-Editor=Log Chips 


Mr. Boland gave an interesting summary of San Francisco's whaling effort in the 
January Journal, but I question his statement that no whalers were built in the port. 
No sailing whalers were built, it is true, but San Francisco built half a dozen of 
the finest steam whalers -— barks and half brigs with auxiliary steam power == the 
world has ever seen. 


The first of these was the steam bark BOWHEAD, 533 tons, launched in 1882 by 
Dickie Brothers for Charles Goodall of the Pacific Coast Steamship Company, The 628 
ton ORCA followed later that year. In 1883 the Dickies built the sister steam barks 
NARWHAL and BALAENA, 523 tons, for J.N. Knowles and Millen Griffith, and later that 
year the Pacific Steam Whaling Company was organized to take over the operation of 
all four vessels and the Bath—built steam bark THRASHER. The firm also bought the 
MARY & HELEN of New Bedford and renamed her BELUGA. 


In 1886 the Dickies built the 326=ton steam barkentine GRAMPUS for the PeSeWeCoe, 
and in 1893 Roth, Blum & Co. of San Francisco had Matthew Turner build the steam half 
brig JEANETTE at Bernecia as a whaler, All these vessels were fitted much as Mre 
Boland describes them, except that the oil tanks obviously were around 250-gallon ; 
capacity, not 250 ton. a 


There is a beautifully rigged model of the ORCA here in the National Museum, 
which shows better than words the advanced design features that the Dickies worked 
into these vessels. Natives of Scotland they were familiar with the early Scottish 
steam whalers and in San Francisco they had a free hand to incorporate their own 
ideas. 
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The Afterguard of San Francisco 


A meeting of the San Francisco Chapter of the Nautical Research Guild was held 
Wednesday, January 30th at 8 P.M. in the offices of the San Francisco Maritime Museum. 


The evening was given over to reminiscences -—- the combined years at sea repre- 
sented by the group exceed two centuries. Captain Dobson acted out his impressions 
of "Hellfire Jack", a second mate he once knew, coming aboard and establishing for 
once and for all the lines of his authority. Captain Sullivan responded by telling 
how to keep a buco mate in line -- his reply to the skipper of the FOREST QUEEN that 
"he was Sullivan -=- and 200 pounds to back it up," — no further trouble, 


Captain Lobez gave his impressions of one of the great steamers of all time, the 
GREAT BRITAIN, first large Atlantic liner (183) to be equipped with a screw. Cap- 
tain Lobez put into the Falkland Islands one time and found the veteran there as a 
wool storage hulk ~— he made a sketch of her at the time. 


Harry Stoddard recalled his experiences publishing the first edition of "Pacific 
Coast Lumber Fleet" which later became an annual round-up of the West Coast steam 


schooners. Mr. Stoddard made his remarks as he presented a copy of the book to the 
Maritime Museum 


Captain Oko gave a description of modern day gun-running, a cargo from Mexico to 
Israeli in a former Greek tramp. Captain Oko spoke movingly of taking aboard four 

thousand D.P.'s on the Yugoslavian coast for transport to their new home in Israel— 
how they greeted the arrival of the ship with a song of thanksgiving. 


Captain G, A. Johnson discussed his years in the Alaska Packer's sailing vessels 
—his last voyage north was in 1921 in the STAR OF ICELAND. He was asked which was 
his favorite "Star" ship, and he replied, STAR OF ITALY, telling of her phenomenal 
speed. This led to the discussion of which of Corry'ts Irish "Stars" wound up in the 
Alaska Packer Fleet. Captain C. T. Surridge told of one that didn't -- the STAR OF 
GREECE. He encountered her one time warping out of dock at Adelaide, the sailors 
Singing "The Ship that Never Returned", as they walked the fo'tc'sle head capstan 
around. The STAR OF GREECE put to sea and was never heard from again. 


Pat Shannon spoke of the sadistic skipper of the ARCHIBALD RUSSELL, on board of 
which he spent four years, As an example of the hard case school he told of the 

skipper of the Norwegian ship BANNOCKBURN who "buttered" his tobacco quid with the 
scrapings from the bowl before biting off a chew. 


Captain Leighton Robinson reminisced about one of the most celebrated of the 
down-easters. Noting that Strawbridge's middle name was Weld of the “Black Horse 
Flag Weld" family who owned the GREAT ADMIRAL. Captain Robinson told of being to- 
gether with the big down-easter in Melbourne when he was just a young officer on the 
English ship CROWN OF INDIA, The famous captain E. B. Sterling offered him the sec-— 
ond mate's berth on the GREAT ADMIRAL, saying that he would "make a good Yankee of 
him in short order."* But Captain Robinson liked his ship and left the process of 
becoming a "Yankee" until a later date. 


Kenneth Jenkins gave his impressions of the U.S. Navy and made a statement ask- 
ing for tangible support for the Maritime Museum. Mr. Jenkins is currently complet— 
ing the California riverboat exhibit for the Museum, the most thorough documentation 
of any ship type yet to go on display. 


Glenn Berger brought to the meeting a model of a whaleboat by Harry Hamilton that 
he has just completed overhauling-—a fine addition to the Museum's whaling display. 


The meeting closed with a unanimous decision to draft a letter of appreciation 
of the Guild for all hands to sign. It was decided to meet again in three months. 
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A Method of Making Quarter Galleries for Ship Models 
from the Shop of Fred S, Rice 


1. Solid blocks of white pine; carved out and fitted to side planking and butted 
against check of transom frame, scored on outside to represent planking. 

2. Rabbet to take plastic and mullion. 

3. Sheet of plastic from motorcycle windshield, dipped in hot water and allowed to 
cool over a wooden mould, then trimmed with shears and fitted into the rabbet. 

4. Mullion cut to fit and placed into the rabbet, over the plastic, secured with 
glue and small pins. They are not to be parallel but are spaced slightly farther 
apart at the bottom than at the top. 

5. Moulding applied with glue and pins to cover joint. 

6. The spaces between mullions fitted with putty between moulding and plastic. 
7. Rails and sills of windows painted on, 

8. Cheek of transom frame. 

9. Door into state room. 


The Hawes Holes on the GENERAL HUNTER 
by John R. Stevens = author of "Old Time Ships" 


Plan of the GENERAL HUNTER. 

Lt. Col. Chapelle has questioned my positioning of the hawse holes in my redraw- 
ing of the GENERAL HUNTER plans, which prompts this defense. I cannot see why the 
holes should be any higher in relation to the windlass barrel, which I believe to be 
the proper height above the deck to judge from other examples. In view of the con- 
struction of the vessel's head, it would be rather peculiar to have the hawse holes 
above the level of the main rail. This would mean that the cables would have to lead 
in over the rail, which would accordingly have to be curved inwards to give clear— 
ance. If this were done, what would be the point of having any heed at all, for the 
resulting head would be too narrow to be of much use. I do know of an example such 
as Lt. Col. Chapelle suggests in the form of a model of a brigantine in the Rogers! 
collection at Annapolis, c. 1700. However, in this case, the beak is much shorter, 
and also the dip of the main rail comes much lower, While in England at the end of 
the 17th century they may have had the time and money to spend on such useless con- 


struction, it is not at all likely that the backwoods builders of the HUNTER could 
have done SO. 


Furthermore, in examples at hand for details of beaks of small ships, to the 
number of 6 or 7, I found very good authority for keeping the hawse holes below the 
cap moulding, whereas I have only one example for the other method, and that a hun- 
dred years previous. Some of the best references were as follows: Model of a late 
18th century merchantman, in the National Maritime Museum; model of a small brig, 
c. 1800, in the Nederlandsch Historisch Sheepvaart Museum, Amsterdam; model of ship 
FRIENDSHIP of 1804 in the Peabody Muscum, Salem; and the model of the RISING STATES 
in the same collection, 


If I were building a model from the plan, there is one change I would make, and 
that is to have only 2 sheeves in the catheads in place of three. 


Mr. John J. Flynn is declared elected as a member of the Board of the 
Nautical Research Guild. This was announced in the 
January issue and we are very eacens that Mr. Flynn will be on the Board, 


Introducing two more new members (too late to classify): Meylert M. Armstrong, 

Box 1032, Darien, Conn, Nautical interests = whaling, all things pertaining to whal- 
ing, such as scrimshaw, logs pictures, paintings, etc. Also all other marine subjects 
Jay Williams, R.F.De#1, West Redding, Conn, Nautical interests = all phases of nauti-~ 


cal research, but especially model making. Not interested particularly in steam, how= 
ever, I have built ten models of sailing ships. 
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’ METHOD OF BUILDING QUARTER GALLERIES ... By Fred S. Rice 
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Copper Sheathing 
by Winthrop Pratt, Jr. 


Henry Diefenbach's aversion to coppering a model is quite understandable, but 
it is possible to do an excellent job if the model is on a quarter inch scale or lar- 
gere There are coppered models at the Peabody Museum, Salem, Mass., and one at the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, all of which were done some twenty-five or thirty years 
ago, and are still in good condition. What's more, they are definitely not in the 
clumsy class and the sizes of the sheets are in scale even though they are not the 
full three to five rows of nails per sheet. A very thin shim stock was used, each 
belt being a continuous strip folded back on itself to indicate the sheets, and ce- 
mented to the hull. Nails were indicated by running a small perforating wheel along 
the edges. I admit that such copper may not be available now, but it was then. 


Another point is the fact that all vessels were not coppered, many being sheath—- 
ed with what was called yellow metal, or composition, as was the GREAT REPUBLIC, which 
looked very much like brass, Some were even sheathed with zinc alloy which was a 
Silvcregray color. 


Allowing for overlapping, the visible surface of a sheet of copper or yellow 
metal was 3 ft. 11 in. long by 1 ft. 1 in. wide, the actual shects measuring  fteby 
14 inches. Those punched for three rows of nails used 39 nails, while those with five 
rows used 9 nails each. Three or four different thicknesses of copper were used on 
real ships, but the difference would be too slight to be visible on a model as there 
was a difference of only a few ounces between the heaviest and the lightest sheets, 


Incidentally, the Sloop-of-War RANGER, launched in October 1777, was coppered 
"to the turn of the bilges," and is probably the "first American Ship to be coppered" 
according to an account pudlished by Elijah Hell, her second lieutenant and quoted by 
Buelle 


Vessels were sometimes coppered to the "turn of the bilges” but usually to the 
load waterline, However, there are quite a few examples of vessels being coppered 
to the bends, which was an old term for lower or main wales. Over two dozen were so 
sheathed at Boston alone during the clipper period, including several packet ships, 
the clipper ship ROBIN HOOD, and others. 


Mr. Charles Merrick Gay 


It is with great regret that I wish to advise the members of the Guild of the 
death of Mr. Charles Merrick Gay last December 15th. Until recently he was Associate 
Dircctor of Marine Transportation at the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia, ani wes 
chiefly responsible for the planning and arrangement of the exhibit at that place, 

An excellent description of the purpose of that marine section of the Muscum was fur- 
nished us in the January 1949 issue of the Nautical Research Journal. 


More recently Mr. Gay had undertaken the compiling of the records of the 17th 
century for the Nautical Calendar project of the Guild. His work continued on these 
records until the day of his death. He will be remembered not only for his high 
degree of craftsmanship as a ship model maker, but also as a student of the earlier 
periods of sail. I knew him for many years as a personal friend and fellow member 
in the Philadelphia Ship Model Society, and believe that the Journal has lost one of 
its most valued contributors, 

Thomas Hornsby 
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Jhe Hispaniola 
Model by J. Ferrell Colton, N.R.G. 


The following from Mr. Colton: It is a 1/4" to 1.0! waterline model of a theo- 
retical 285 ton burden 92.0 overall moderate clipper six gun brigantine of the type 
used in the West African and West Indian trade in the mid-18th century. This model 
named the HISPANIOLA, was constructed of wood (pine) and lucite and is steel fasten- 
ed. The design of the hull was based on the lines of the 18-gun wood brig HASSAN 
BASHAW, designed and built by Nathaniel Hutton and Samuel Humphreys at Philadelphia, 


U.SeAe, in 1797-1798 as a presentation vessel by the United States Government to the 
Bey of Algiers. 


This fully rigged sailing model was commenced on 7 February, 1951 and finished 
on 17 December, 1951. The total working time was 630 hours. All parts were home 
made except the dead eyes, blocks, capstan, anchors and cannon. It is interesting 
to note that the labor cost (based on $2.50 per hour) amounts to $1,575.00, the re- 
tail cost of materials used was approximately $50.00, making a total cost of $1,625. 
This for a model that is probably saleable at ahout $500.00. 


The dimensions of the original hull, from which the model was built: 


770% Le We Le 5.6! Freeboard 
750! Le on keel 4.6! Waist 
21.0% Breadth 11.0 Le We. Le to mainrail 


12,0! Draft 18.0 Topgallant forecastle—head 
11.6 Depth of hold 32.0! Poop 


Spar dimensions were based on: 


26,6! Bowsprit 21,0! Royal Yard 
87,0! Foremast (deck to trunk) 40.0! Boom 

92,0! Mainmast (deck to trunk) 26,0! Gaff 

42,0 Foreyard 
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Symmetry and Perspective in Rigging 
by HeSe Scott, N.R.G. 


A model can be ever so well made, everything to scale, including paint, and then 
fall down in rigging symmetry. I am not a rigging expert, but have learned from past 
models that rigging can look better if some thought is given to perspective. For in- 
stance, you may know the actual size of the line to use, but then two thoughts should 
come to the modeler: one, have the line smaller than scale, rather than too large a 
line, Two, decrease size as you gO Upe This holds true when you have nothing to go 
on as to.line or blocks, or if in doubt as to size. I am speaking as an amateur 
modeler and to new modelers, but speaking from experience in drafting or art work, 
any artist knows this trick, but I had to build several models before I knew what was 
wrong with them from a modeler's point of view. Perhaps somc of the expert and pro- 
fessional modelers can give us 2 rule of thumb plan to go on in rigging. Symmetry of 
rigging is as important as symmetry of design is to the artist. If the rigging is 
too heavy aloft it is just plain out of perspective. 


Dyeing Rigging Cord and Seizings 
from the Compleat Modellist—London 


Dyeing Rigging Cord —- Rigging lines can be colored by the application of black 
or brown shoe dye. The lines should be placed in the dye and left for some time 
before using. The black dye is very rapidly taken up by the cordage, but the brown 
needs at least 12 hours, Shellac takes the life out of rigging and any substance 
containing this, such as French polish or varnish, should never be used as the line 
will within a short period weaken and become brittle. 

Seizings -=- For small seizings on large scale models very fine copper wire may 
be used, 1t is casier to handle than thread besides being very much thinncr, and it 
makes a very secure job as it tends to cut into the rope. The ends can be twisted 
and tucked instead of knotted, (Note: The Compleat Modellist is the Journal of the 
Association of Ship Model Societies, Editorial address: Mr. W. F. Purscr, 105 
Glengall Road, London, S,Ee15. It is chock full of good information,queries, ans— 
wers and shop notes. Annual subscription 3/° 


Meeting of the New York Group of the Nautical Research Guild 


The regular meeting was held at the Seamen's Church Institute. The Guest of 
Honor and speaker was Mr. Howard I. Chapelle, a member of the Guild and the author 
of numerous books on various types of sailing vessels. He spoke on old sailing ship 
plans and illustrated his talk with a selection of the plans he obtained during a 
visit to England during 1950, There were a wide variety of types, mostly dating from 
the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. In his talk Mr. Chapelle said that 
an examination of these early plans showed that many important developments in ship 
design had occurred at much earlier dates than is generally supposed. As examples 
he showed plans of several cighteenth century vessels with lines comparable in sharp- 
ness to those of the clippers of the 1850's. He stated that until 1730 most vessels 
had sharp lines because it was easier to build them that way, Aftcr that date full 
bodied ships became more common as a result of the greater capacity required to stay 
at sea for longer periods and of improvements in the methods used for bending tim—- 
bers. 


He warned against putting too much reliance in contemporary printed sources be- 
cause most of them were based solely on the expericnce and observations of the 
authors, and do not necessarily reflect the general practice of their era, An ex- 
ception to this is Chapman, who made a broad study of British and Scandinavian ship- 
building. The talk was followed by a long question and answer and discussion period 
which covered a wide range of subjects related to ship design, construction and rig- 
ging. Among the twenty-cight present at the meeting was John R,. Stevens of Toronto, 
author of "Old Time Ships", 
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Letters to the Secretary 


From Wilson L. Heflin, Department of English, United States Naval Academy - = 
"T have the very excellent whaling edition of the Nautical Research Journal, What 
a fine job and I hope there will be more similar issues to come. For mysclf I have 
used the issue extensively in class already and have loaned it to my colleagues. Six 
of us are teaching Moby Dick for a whole month to special sections of smart midship-— 
men, and your issue illuminates many matters. Congratulations," 


From Herbert S,. Scott = = "Have been working on a 1/l scale of the CUTTY SARK 
with Miles Mayberry. We have just about finished it. The lines are taken from Long- 
ridge and Lubbock, We have made the lines for Guild member H. T. Manning of Vancouv- 
er. This would make a model of approximatcly 6 ft. and copics will be available to 
any member for the cost of reproduction, or about $2.00. It takes two hands and the 
cabin boy to help fair the lines. We will need a loft if this keeps up." 


From Howard I, Chapelle -— "Please put this in the next Journal as it is the 
best way to reach the members who were at the meeting of the Guild in New York. Some 
one at the Guild dinner asked me about an old armed ship model in which the lower 
part of the head has been filled with solid timbcr to form a V cutwater in the plan. 
I told him that I had not seen an example of this but thought it possible the ves- 
sel might have been intended for the Arctic. On my return home, I found that I had 
two plans which seem to indicate that this filling in of the cutwater had been done - 
two bomb ships that were fitted by the Re Ne for Arctic exploration in 1775~78. It 
is barely possible, that the model referred to is of an early Arctic exploration ship 
and her armanent suggests that the ship was a naval vessel. I had a very pleasant 


time with the New York Group of the Guild and was very heartened to see the active 
interest displayed," 


From William E. Ember —— Additional Ship Photo Sources — "I am enclosing a copy 
of a list of sailing ship photos in the possession of Mr. Gerald Walsh, Chapel Street, 
Killough, County Down, Ireland. I scrved under his father, in sail. His father 


served in American sailing ships in his youth, among othersthe beauty, full rigged 
ship SUSSANNA," 


Square Riggers 
ABRAHAM RYDBERG, ALANA, AMIRAL HALG-N, ARCHIBALD RUSSELL, AROTIC STREAM, ARETHUSA, 
ASPICE, C.B. PEDERSEN, CELTIC GLEN, COLLINGWOOD, CUTTY SARK, DENMARK, DAVID DOLLAR, 
DISCOVERY, DON DIEGO, CL..KOON, FaVELL, GaRTHPOOL, GENERAL FAIDHERBE, GENER.L ROBERTS, 
. GENERAL DE NEVRIER, GENEVIEVE MOLINOS, GERMAINE, GEORGE FOCK, GRACE HARWAR, HAMBURG, 
a HERMaNN LEMKUHLL, HERZEGIN CECILILIE, HORST HORST WESSEL, .OSEPH KONRAD, KOBENHAVN, 
KOMMODORE JOHNSON, LAWHILL, L'AVENIR, LINGARD, LOCH LINNHE, LORENZO, MACDIARMID, 
M.GDALEN VINNEN, MARY DOLL:R, MOSHULU, NIPPON M.RU, 0O..KL:.NDS, OLOVEBANK, PACIFIC 
QUEEN, PiMIR, Pi.RM-, P.SSAT, PEN.NG, PERSERVERANCE, PESTALOZZI, PLUS, POMMERN, PON.\PE, 
PRESIDENTE SARMIENTE, REINBEK, ROLF, ROTHESAY BAY, SAMSON,of ZE..L.ND, TJaLFE, TERESA, 
TUSIT/LA, VANJ, VIK, VIKING, VIMIERA, WINTERHUDE, WORCESTER, ZARATISA.(con.page 30) 
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Queries 


Query No. 176 == Sheathing of Ships! Boats —- Were the copper sheets used in sheath- 
ing the largest of the ships! boats the same size as those of the hull of the ship 
herself or smaller? 


Qucry No. 177 == In the Days of the Spritsail Topmast —- We have a sort of broad 
query from a gentleman in San Francisco who was referred td the Guild by Lawrence 

We Jenkins and we are anxious to make good, "I am writing you for any information 
you may have pertaining to British Ships of the Line during the days of the sprit- 
sail topmast.'t Now where would you send a man for this information. Most, if not 
all of the books, on this period are out of print and costly. The Secretary has 
suggested that lines of these ships may be obtained from the National Maritime 
Museum, London S,. E. 10. Can anyone supply where information may be had from Ameri- 
can sources? 


Query No, 178 -= A pen and ink sketch by Geos Ce. Wales of the stern of a British war 
ship was published in "The Mariner" (of Rhode Island). If a member has a copy of 
this issue will he let me have a photostat? The New York Public Library does not 
have a complete file. 


Query No. 179 == Can anyone point out the sources of photographs of a British brig- 
of=-war of about 1810? Somc of these vessels were used much later as training brigs. 


Query No. 180 == Where can I buy a drill press suitable for ship modeling. I would 
like to get one that would take drills as small as #80 but do not know whether 
there is such a toole 


Query No. 181 - Was the ship COLUMBIA, which first carried the U. S. Flag around the 
world and the Columbia River was named after her in St. Helene on or about June 
1779? 


Query No. 182 — Planking and Framing —- "I have just started a 4 gun frigate, 
using the plank and frame method, and have run into trouble. I cannot secm to get 
the bevels for thc frames just right. I have ruined one hull by taking the bevels 
from the diagonals but, when I started to put the planks on, the bevels were not 
right. Some were high and some were low and, sanding the frame to make them flush 
* would have made some of them too narrow and fragile to work one I hope I can get 
help from the Guild on this, (Note: Plcase send information direct to Mr. Shafer 
who is introduced in this number with copies to the Secretary which will be pub- 
lished for the bencfit of all,) 


Answers to Queries 


In answer to Qucry No. 173 by A. Maury Morris, Jr, in a search for information 
on his great, great Grandfathcr's ship the GUIDING STAR in the November issue -—= 
answer by Capt. H. Danicl of irgcentina -=- I have very little on this ship. GUIDING 
STAR — wood 3=masted full rigged clipper ship of 899 tons register, built in 1853 
by John Currier at Newburyport, Mass., for Moses Davenport ct al of Newburyporte 
Dimensions: length 165 ft; beam 33 ft; depth 23 ft. She is reputed to have carried 
2063 tons of cargo, weight and measurement. Sold before 1860 to Charles B, Hill & 
Co. of Newburyport & Boston, Strongly built of oak, pitchpine, and hackmatack, 
copper bolted and sheathed with felt and yellow metal. Had large repairs after 
heavy weather damage in 1865, Sold shortly thereafter to Samucl G. Reed et al of 
Boston and registered at Boston, Condemned at Hong Kong in 1870. Classed in Bureau 
Veritas Register. Had a number of captains but I have only a note of threes Eli- 
phalet Hale; William R. Bell; and Loring Be Small who had her after 1865. 

Mr. Winthrop Pratt, Jr. also answers the query of Mr. Morris with the follow- 
ing: Ship GUIDING STAR built at Newburyport by John Currier, Jr. Robert Couch, 
Master, two decks, square stern, and a billet head. (Continucd on page 30) - 
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Introducing New Members 


Dr. Douglas He Robinson, New Jersey State Hospital, Trenton 8, Ne Je I am now 
* making on my own Henry Eckford's schooner GRAMPUS of 1822 from Howard Chapellets 
plans. I am going to work on his CONFEDERACY and have the idea eventually of making 
a built-up model of his sloop PEACOCK. I am, of course, interested in naval history. 
I would like to be in touch with someone who has modeled the GRAMPUS or any of the 
1g22schooners of CONFEDERACY or any of the Continental frigates. I have done some 
research on these vessels and have had the benefit of discussing them with Mr. Chap- 
elle, who rccommended me to the Guild. 
Garland F,. Smith, 7719 Carleton .ve., University City, Mo, Mr. Smith was recom= 
mended to the Guild by Winthrop Pratt, Jr. Mr. Smith is now making the FLYIND CLOUD 
and has made the SEA WITCH. He writes that he will be glad to contribute whenever 
possible, 
Otis Woolworth Howard, 14610 Eastburn, Detroit 5, Mich. Mr. Howard gives as his oc= 
cupation == mechanical engineer. He writcs that he is Lieut. Com'dre, U. S. Naval 
Reserve (Ret.) and states that he has been a ship modeler for 30 years. Also that 
he is now making ship models for training aids for Naval Reserve Training. That is 
the only information we have from Mr. Howard but Norman Riddell, our Detroit member, 
has sent us two tear sheets from the Detroit Free Press showing Mr. Howard at work on 
his seven-foot model of Tambor-type submarine, which is a replica of the actual sub 
in every detail--from 1,300-horsepower, 16-cylinder diesel engincs to the coffee 
maker in the officerst ward room. The T.MBOR is being used as a training ship by. 
Submarine Division of the Detroit Naval Reserve. 
H. T. Fitzpatrick, 3019 Woodley Terracc, Montgomcry, «la, Mr. Fitzpatrick writes: 
"IT have been a ship modeler for 15 years, but after looking over the work of members 
in the back numbers, I am beginning to look at my model of the WANDERER with a jaund- 
iced eye. In fact, altho't I had completed rigging the last royal, last night I re= 
moved one of the mizzen stzysails that obviously was not cut properly (which I had 
He refused to admit to mysclf for the past ycar)e Now I am wondering how I will bend 
on the new one with all the main braces in the way . .. e I saw a copy of the Jour- 
nal on the work bench of the museum at the Naval academy and with the help of Mr. 
Ae Ge Law, 2 new member was born forthwith", 
Thomas D, Huntcr, 37 Fossdale Road, Dorchester 24, Massachussets. Mr. Hunter's 
nautical intercsts are brief and to the point == "Interested in ship modeling as a 
hobby. Specizlly interested in smaller sailing vesscls, such as brigs, schooners, 
of the period 1650-1800. 
John Claridge, 3947 ave., Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, I am 
intcrested in cll phases and periods of ship modcling, but especially the early 
stcamer period 1875-1910. I have been at work for the past two years on a 1/8" scale 
model of the Canadian Pacific Steamship, Trans-Pacific Liner EMPRESS OF Ji.P.\N, built 
in 1891 and rctired from service in 1926. The model is a little over five feet in 
length and probably in another two years of “spare time"t I will complete her, 
James Tucker Lowe, 26193 North Penn, Oklahoma City, Okla. Mr. Lowe lists his nau- 
tical intercsts as follows: A, Ship modcl building, principally sailing shipse 
Be. Sclvage and Deep Sea Diving -= I attcnded the U.S.N. salvage diving school on 
Pier 88, N.Y.C. during the war. C,. Oceanography. I should like very much to gain 
more knowledge of the sea in general and to become acquainted with various members 
of the Guild. 
Owen Davies, 1214 N, LaSalle St., Chicago 10, Ill. Mr. Davies gives his occupa= 
: tion as a bookseller. Mr. Mehrcl Shank introduces Mr, Davics to the Guild. and 
here is something of great intcrest. Mr. Davies! especial nautical interest is the 
Historical Devclopment of Shipping on the Groat Lakes. 
. Lewis Shafer, 354 Roger Drive, Wantagh, New Yorke Mr. Shafcr, while searching 
& for information on his ship, met Ae G. Law and through Mr. Law was invited to attend 
the meeting of the Neutical Research Group in New York and consequently has joined 
the Guild. We expect l-ter to tell you about Mr. Shafer's ships and his especial 
nautical interests. 
jlan B, idler, 2 Prospect Drive, Yonkers, Ne Ye On Mr. Adler's application form 
is the bricf statcment--""I make model ships" =- which, altho brief, covers 2 lot of 
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territory. Many of us make model ships and we fcel sure that Mr. Adler will meet 
many friendly ship modelers in the Guild, 

Donald Le. Pearson, 9 Hancock Terrace, Wollaston, Mass. "Mr. Winston Langdon 
of Hornersville, Mo. supplied me with the December 1951 issue and I believe it will 
be to my advantage to apply for membership in the Nautical Research Guild, My in- 
terests differ from the general scope covered by the Journal — I do not want to be 
infected by model building. My interests are pirates, buccaneers and treasure trove 
but I look forward to the Journal as a source of interest and valuable information 
such as the Dec,'51 issue. 

Dempscy E, Forsythe, 3430 Junew2y, Baltimore , Maryland. Mr. John R. Stevens, 
author of Old Time Ships recommended to Mr. Forsythe that he might be able to get 
help on the modcl he is now building from the Guild. Please note the query by Mr. 
Forsythe in the Qucries and Answers section. We feel sure that some of our "built= 
up" modelers can help him out. 

Harold A. Mouzon, Orange St., Charleston 4, South Carolina. From Mr. Mouzon's 


letter = = "Thank you for your kind invitation to join the Nautical Guild. I am glad 


to be a member of such a goodly company. I am interested in sailing vessels and 
their history end collect maritime books and prints in a very small way. My only 
attempt at research has been in the history of the Revolutionary Navy of South Caro~ 
lina, I have recently had an article on the of the South Carolina Navy. 
cepted for publication in the American Neptune. 
Captain Carl Haug, (16) Darmstadt, Olystraadt £6, Germany. William E, Ember, 


NeReG. of Seattle, introduces the Captain to the Guild. "We are old friends. He is: 


retired Manager of Hamburg American Line, who served in his youth in British and 


American sailing vessels and was mate of the big German four master, POTOSIe I think 


he will be quite an acquisition to the Guild, Like myself, in the bad old days, he. 
was exploited by crimps." And says Mr. Ember=-="Kcep her as she goes", 


William E, Carter, 3433 Wilmington Road, Montgomery, Alabame. "My nautical inter= 


ests are first and foremost ship modeling. I am, perhaps, an amateur at the game, 
but this doesn't lessen a fever=pitch enthusiasm. I have built a model of a World 
War subchaser, the Baltimore clipper SWALLOW and have the ALiBAMA on the ways for 2 
a little over two years, No sooner do I get chin-deep in the AL.BAMA, than Mr, 
Chapelle comes along with "don't build the ALABAMA", My next project is a built-up 


model of the LEXINGTON, 3/16" scale and that is on the taboo list too, but I intend . 


to lay her keel about ich, praise be unto authentic research, but the Game's the 
Thing, If I can successfully duplicate Charles Davis! feat I shall be gratified. 

I intend to use boxwood almost throughout=--one reason for the reduced scale, and, of 
course, I shall complete her with rigging and sails. Please do not misconstruc my 


feelings about authenticity, I am a stickler for detail, and think that a model should . 


be as near as possible a real ship shrunk to scale, but 2 line must be drawn some= 
where in the interest of the pleasurc to be derived from modeling. 


From William E, Ember, concluded « « « « « « « e » In the list of Mr. Gerald Walsh 
are the names of 31 schooners and ketches and 1 ketches only. Apply to the Secre= 
tary for the names of the other 72 vessels. 


rrom Winthrop Pratt, Jr., concluded . . » « » « 167 ft. 8 i... long, 1 ft. 1 in 
breadth, 17 ft. 1/2° in. deep, 899-7,/95 tons register. (From a notebook of the late 
Carol Ray Sawyer.) (Perhaps Robert B, Applebee or Frank W. Thober can help on this 
difference in dimensions) Anyway we’have got something started on this ship whose 
passengers presented the engraved bell to the great great grandfather of Mr. Morris. 


Answer to Query No. 172 of George D. Wolfe, by Victor Darnall. This query concerns 
various exploring vessels. The DISCOVERY was not mentioned but there is some very 
fine information available on her. In the Transactions of the Institute of Naval Ar- 
chitects for 1905 there is "On the Design of the Antarctic Exploration Vessel DIS- 
COVERY"by We E, Smith. This covers the construction very thoroughly and there are 


also seven plates of lines etc. The I.NeAs is a good source and does any member have 
an index? 
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Revolutionary War Brig 


AMERICAN 


of 16 guns, arca 1780 


7 
* 
SHEET 
Dimensions, taken from model (scale 1:48) see ; 
Length of deck... 102 feet 
Beam 36 feet 
Depth of hold 12 feet = 
The origins) model is catslag No. 60 of the 
Rogers collection of ship models, at the US : ~~ 
Neval Academy, Annapolis, Md 


(ones taker ott model and plans drawn by John R Stevens Copyright (952 Medel Shupways Fart Loe NI 
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FAIR AMERICAN 
Revolutionary War Brig 
Query No. 183 = by John Shedd 


Last October John Stevens took the lines off the brig FAIR AMERICAN, 
in the Rogers collection at the United States Naval Academy Museum. Based 
on the detail and techniques used in the model construction, opinion is 
that the model is contemporary. In quelity of workmanship it ranks between 
the sailor=made and the admiralty models. Mr. Stevens is satisfied from 
close examination that it is an authentic model of a FAIR AMERICAN of the 
Revolutionary period. 


Her length, for a brig of this period, is great, also the length-~ 
beam ratio. However, she has beautiful lines which permit a substantial 
spread of sail. 


The model may be of any of several origins, A FAIR AMERICAN of 14 
guns, described as a privateer, was impressed into the South Carolina Navy 
in December, 1777. She cruised to the West Indies with Biddle'ts squadron 
which in March 1778 ran into H.M.S. YARMOUTH, 64 guns. In this action 
RANDOLPH blew up and the rest of the squadron escaped, FAIR AMERICAN 
returning safely to Charleston to drop from known records. Details of 
her requisitioning appear in correspondence contained in "Journal of the 
Commission of the South Carolina Navy, 1776~1789. * 


Another source is "Naval Records of the Revolution, 1775=1788", 
wherein are listed three letters of Marque issued to a FAIR AMERICAN, 16 
guns (note that the model has 16 gun ports) over the period April 1780 
to May 1781. I have seen no other historical mention to identify this 
privateer. Mr. Harold A. Mouzon of Charleston suggests that with the 
Closing of Charleston by the British, the South Carolina vessel shifted 
to Philadelphia == a possibility. 


In addition there is an equally and distinct possibility that she 
is a British Ship entirely and also there is the off chance that all three 
are one and the same. The first two possibilities are supported by 


records here and the last by the simple fact that the model is English 
made. 


If she were a captured American privateer there is a distinct 
possibility that her description and activities are recorded in Royal 
intelligence papers covering the American Revolution, now held at the 
National Museum, Greenwich. 


I will be grateful for any help and information regarding the 
solution of the FAIR AMERICAN'S parentage from our members both here 
and in London. 
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A Blessed Event -- Captain R. L. Lobez, F.R.G.S., writes that a new 
baby has come to the home of the Glenn Bergers of San Francisco but 
\ the Captain has neglected to give — Length, Breadth, Depth, Tonnage and 


Type - = Congratulations. Oklahoma City Group -- from Herbert S. 
Scott »« ‘We are hoving a meeting at my hovse Fridzy *+he 15th of 
February, We will have three menbers and psosoects present. 
She We should have a canu! from here to the Guif anc ict a little 


GAM i\ salt water ine The other day a sea horse was found in a nearby 
att \ creek and any day now we are expecting a whale--",... John 
CHAIR |! SS Flynn always floats his models and he took his latest of the 
NUH CHRLES W. MORGAN ~ fully rigged to Foster's Beach, Chicago, 
\ 4 for a launching in fresh water -— and he says, "I made no pro- 
if vision for anchoring her, so I grounded her bow on the beach 


i Si and then stepped back for the snapshot =—- while I was winding 


i 


' the reel=-a wavelet washed her adrift and she headed for the 
— <> Michigan shore —- I shucked my shoes and went after her and 


before I knew it I was up to my Plimsol Mark -—- but I rescued 
my treasure..eThere are a lot of the members going into built-up models...Captain 
Elis R. Johanson, when he was first officer on the old Pacific Mail S.S. KOREA, 37 
years ago, took a picture of the ARCHIBALD RUSSEL at sea, which was Patrick Shannon's 
ship where he had served his apprenticeship — the picture was forwarded to Mr. Shannon. 
eoset letter from Comdr. Johan C,. Matthews of U.S.S. HENDERSON = "Enclosed find my 
dues == I hope one day to be able to contribute something besides money to our fine 
organization." . . »« e Mrs. Joy Buba has presented the Guild with two very fine books— 
both published by Herreshoff of Bristol, Rhode Island. One is "Yachts by Herreshoff", 
a truly beautiful book illustrating in color the Cup Defenders, with a history of all 
Cup races since 1863 == Also illustrations of many of their famous small craft and 
the yards, lofts etc. The other, "100 Fighting Ships" built during World War II, 
illustrated in color, by Herreshoff. We thank Mrs. Buba for this thoughtful gift. 
Both will be sent out to interested members on a route liSteee . 
Date of mailing: 2/16/52. 


When I Went Whaling 
by Comtd!r, Re L. Lobez, R.N.R. — Flying the Blue Ensign on 
board the R.M.S- TEUTONIC in 1908, 


About 3 P.M. in the North atlantic via Le Harve — Queenstown to New York, the 
R.M.S. TEUTONIC of the White Star Line was steaming along at 21 knots when suddenly 
right dead ahead a large whale came to the surface, evidently to take air about 50 
feet ahead. The engines were put at "Stop" = nothing else could be done to avert 
hitting the mammal, so the ship rammed and cut the whale clean in two. One half 
floating past on the starboard side, the other on the port side. Wells were ordered 
sounded but there was no apparent damage to the ship. Full speed was ordered when 
the floating portions were clear of the propellors. The jar of cutting the whale in 
two was considerable - just like a buzz saw cutting through heavy timber. All pas- 
sengers were considerably alarmed but were soon quieted and assured there was no 
danger. Ship arrived safely in New York and the incident reported. 


Frank We Thober's List of Squareriggers Built since 1870 


Mr. John Lyman writes —"The Guild might be interested to hear that "Log Chips", 
starting with the March issue, will publish Frank W. Thoberts list of squareriggers 
(ships, barks, and barkentines) built in USA since 1870. This is one of the most 
important works of its kind ever assembled, and Mr. Thober has been extremely pain- 
staking and thorough in its compilation," 


Correction to Roster; i.dd name of Roy Rogers, 5001 llth ‘we. Brooklyn 19, N. Y. which 
was omitted thru error in the Roster. 


vin 
‘ 
q 
f 
pn 
P 
ving 
4 
4 z 
if 
AN 
/ 


